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at no stage is it, or will it be, my desire to embarrass authority
and I would like to give the same assurance to my colleagues
here, that, however much we may differ about our view-points,
I shall not obstruct them in any shape or form. My position,
therefore, here depends entirely upon your goodwill, as also the good-
will of His Majesty's Government. If at any time I found that
I could not be of any useful service to the Conference, I would
not hesitate to withdraw myself from it. I can also say to those
who are responsible for the management of this Committee and the
Conference that they have only to give a sign and I should have
no hesitation in withdrawing.

I am obliged to make these remarks because I know that
there are fundamental differences of opinion between the Gov-
ernment and the Congress, and it is possible that there arc vital
differences between my colleagues and myself. There is also a
limitation under which I shall be working. I am but a poor
humble agent acting on behalf of the Indian National Congress.
And it might be as well to remind ourselves of what the Con-
gress stands for and what it is. You will then extend your sympathy
to me, because I know that the burden that rests upon my
shoulders is really very great. The Congress is, if I am not mis-
taken, the oldest political organization we have in India. It has
had nearly 50 years of life, during which period il has, without
any interruption, held its annual session. It is what it means -
national. It represents no particular community, no particular
class, no particular interest. It claims to represent all Indian into-
ning on November 28, 1931. The other Committees of the Conference did
not reassemble

The Federal Structure Committee, over whose deliberations Lord Sankcy
presided, had the following Heads for discussion*

1    Strength and Composition of the Federal Legislature.

2.  Questions connected with the Election of   Members of   the Federal
Legislature.

3   Relations between the  two Chambers   of the Federal Legislature.

4. Distribution   of  Financial Resources between the Federation and Its
Units

5   The Ministry and its Relations with the Legislature.

6.   Distribution of Legislative   Powers   between the Fedeial and Provin-
cial Legislatures, and effect   m the States   of Legislation   totaling lo
Federal Subjects.

7.  Administrative Relations between the Federal Government, the States
and the Provinces.

8   The Federal Court

The Committee was able to present a report only on Heads 1 to 4 and
8. The Minorities Committee was unable to reach any agreement.